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say a word or two concerning it? Some of the papers are I believe
not bad, and a good notice from you would help poor Mrs. Macrone
hugely.

If you write, can you do so directly? The season is very late.

173.              TO BRYAN WALLER PROCTER

JULY 1840

Hitherto unpublished. My text is taken from a transcript given Lady Ritchie
by George Murray Smith.

Sir,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of a dozen bottles of Bordeaux
wine from yourself, and of a small packet of sweet cakes from your
lady.

The wine is not of the first growth but I do not for that reason
propose to send it back. I am not proud, although author of the
most popular work that has appeared in the present day.

As a friend of yours, a gentleman by the name of Chorley quar-
rels with the book in question on account of its 'lack of gentility7.89
I have determined to curb in future that laissez-aller which appears
to have offended him and to write only in the genteel style.

Accept then my impressed compliments for your wine and with
them the assurance of my distinguished consideration.

Baron de Titmarsh,
Great Coram Street,
Grosvenor Square.

[sketch]

This is particularly genteel. T. O.

On the other side, I could not, writing in the genteel manner,
express my feelings more strongly. My dear Procter, it was very

89 Chorley argues that Thackeray is more at home when he describes
Parisian caricatures or "A Gambler's Death," than when he deals with French
fashionable novels; "for the world of cmusk? amber, and Japan,' Mr. Titmarsh
is something too free and easy" (Athenaeum^ July 25, p. 589).